Using The Post Office

Is the Post Office a Bank?

YES… Because:

The Post Office started out as the De Jure bank of the country on July 26, 1775. Ben Franklin was the first Postmaster General. Before the signing of the Declaration of Independence, Franklin went over to Europe to borrow money to fight the Revolutionary War. He could not deposit the funds into the King’s bank…. Otherwise the funds would be confiscated. By virtue of First in Time, First in Line, the Post Office stands over and superior to the government, both de jure and de facto. Without the Post Office, the government cannot function.

Banks issue securities: Checks, Bank Notes, Certificates of Deposit….

The Post Office issues securities: Stamps, Postal Money Orders, Meter Strips (postal securities are backed by gold)

Most banks offer savings accounts.

The Post Office offered savings accounts to the people from January 1, 1911 until April 27, 1966. Nobody trusted the banks after they failed in the 1920 crash. We have always trusted the Post Office. Once the Post Office discontinued savings accounts, they remained open. They did not change their name; they did not reorganize. In 1971 the United States Postal Service began as the corporate de facto subsidiary of the Post Office.

To the best of my knowledge my bank does not maintain an account with another commercial bank for checking and savings. (outside of brokerage and barter transactions)

The Post Office does not have any accounts with any commercial bank in the community. The postal clerk puts all deposits of checks, coins, money orders, and cash into a special registered mail pouch and sends it with a deposit slip to another post office banking facility. Said Postal Banking Facility will process the checks through the Federal Reserve Bank, but internally banks the money orders, cash and coin.

Every bank has an official seal.

Every Post Office has an official seal. Adhere a stamp to any piece of paper. Tell the clerk you require that stamp to be postmarked. You now have an example of the Post Office’s official seal.

Are Postal Employees Authorized to Certify Your Identity?

Walk into a Post Office with the dreaded salmon colored card for a missed certified mail delivery marked Restricted Delivery. The clerk will check your identification before letting you sign and releasing that article.

Fill out a PS Form 1093 for a PO Box. The clerk will demand your identification and certify your identity before processing your application.

The Postal clerk may demand identification and certify your identity concerning international mailings in conjunction with certain customs forms.

Many Post Offices (NOT EVERY PO) act as acceptance agents to receive passport applications for the Department of State. Perhaps the counter staff at the passport locations have received additional training to spot fake ID’s. I found that 2 of the 12 post offices within a 5-mile radius of my zip code offer this expertise. These are the locations I’m going to utilize for my FS1455 and FS1522. These folks should be the Experts at certifying an identity. You should complete the same search before driving to every Post Office in your community.

This is my plan:

1) Buy some $1.20 international stamps. 

2) Complete the appropriate Treasury forms at my desk. 

3) Adhere the stamps to the documents. 

4) Call the target Post Office and ask if the postmaster is in today?

5) Save the Postal Inspector General’s hotline to my phone contacts.

6) Walk into the Passport approved Post Office.

7) Place my identification on the counter under the treasury forms

8) Ask the clerk to cancel the stamps

9) Sign the 1455 and 1522 at the counter in front of the clerk.

10) Tell the clerk that I need them to certify my identity per DMM 313.2, 313.3

11) Scan/copy the documents at home. 

12) Send the docs certified or registered mail to Parkersburg, WV.

I will walk in there with confidence that certifying one’s identity in conjunction with placing their official seal on my document is an ordinary affair. I will not remove my document or identification from the counter until they certify my identity and complete the document. I don’t care how long the line grows behind me while I talk to the Postal IG on my phone. They will either throw me out of there or perform their duties. They got paid to do this as evidenced by my posted item.

We can thank the nice folks at Wikipedia, Google, and Eduardo for supplying the following information and research:

http://pe.usps.gov/text/imm/immc3_003.htm

 www.aba.com/aba/documents/securities/Medallion_procedures.pdf

www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2006-title31-vol2/xml/CFR-2006-title31-vol2-sec306-45.xml

