
THE 3 MAJOR ITEMS IN ANY COURT CASE: AUTHORITY, JURISDICTION and VENUE
ATTORNEY GENERAL: Chief law officer of the nation or a state, to whom is usually entrusted not only the duty of prosecuting all suits or proceedings wherein the government, national or state as it may be, is concerned, but also the task of advising the chief executive and other administrative heads of the government in all legal matters on which they may desire his opinion. 7 Am J2d Atty Gen § 1.

CIVIL ACTION: An action brought to enforce a civil right; an ordinary action as distinguished from a criminal action, or a special proceeding. Wurth v Affeldt, 265 Wis 119, 60 NW2d 708, 40 ALR2d 1376; the ordinary proceeding in a court of justice by one party against another for the redress or prevention of a legal wrong or for the enforcement or protection of a private right. 1 Am J2d Actions § 43; more broadly defined as any proceeding in a court of justice by which an individual pursues that remedy which the law affords him. Stoll v Hawkeye Casualty Co. (CA8 SD) 185 F2d 96, 22 ALR2d 899; comprehending every conceivable cause of action, whether legal or equitable, except such as are criminal in the usual sense that the judgment against the defendant may be a fine or imprisonment, or both. 1 Am J2d Actions § 44.
CRIMINAL ACTION: An action by the Sovereign that is the state or the United States, or instituted on behalf of the Sovereign, against one charged with the commission of a criminal act, for the enforcement of the penalty or punishment prescribed by law. 1 Am J2d Actions § 43.
AUTHORITY: Judicial or legislative precedent; power; warrant; a duly constituted administrative agency, such as a port authority. See civil authority; color of authority; public authority; scope of authority.
COLOR: Mere semblance of a Legal Right. State ex rel. West v Des Moines, 96 Iowa 521, 65 NW 818
COLOR OF AUTHORITY: Authority derived from an election or appointment, however irregular or informal, so that the incumbent is not a mere volunteer. State ex rel. Brockmeier v Ely, 16 ND 569, 113 NW 711.
COLOR OF LAW:  Mere semblance of a legal right. State ex rel. West v Des Moines, 96 Iowa 521, 65 NW 818.
COLOR OF OFFICE: An expression for acts performed by an officer which are entirely outside of or beyond the authority conferred by the office. Haffner v United States Fidelity & Guaranty Co. 35 Idaho 517, 207 P 716; Wilson v Fowler, 88 Md 601, 42 A 201.
COLOR OF TITLE: The appearance but not the reality in title. 27 Am J1st Improv § 11; that which gives the semblance or appearance of title, but is not title in fact--that which, on its face, professes to pass title, but fails to do so because of a want of title in the person from whom it comes or the employment of an ineffective means of conveyance. 3 Am J2d Adv P § 96.
DERIVATIVE: Something NOT Original; something derived from another thing.
OF: Belonging to. Denoting possession or ownership. Davidson v Click, 31 NM 543, 47 ALR 1016, 249 P 100. Sometimes indicating origin, source, descent and the like. Stone v Riggs, 43 Okla 209, 142 P 298. As the word appears in a tariff schedule:–indicating an article wholly or primarily made from material designated. 19 USC § 1202, Headnote 9(f). Sometimes the equivalent of "in." Sisson v Board of Supervisors, 128 Iowa 442, 104 NW 454.
DERIVATIVE ACTION: An action brought by one or more stockholders of a corporation to enforce a Corporate Right or to Prevent or Remedy a Wrong to the corporation in cases where the corporation, because it is controlled by the WRONGDOERS or for other reasons, fails and refuses to take appropriate action for its own protection. Price v Gurney, 324 US 100, 89 L Ed 776, 65 S Ct 513.
WRONGDOER: One who commits a wrong against another. A Tortfeasor.
TORTFEASOR: One guilty of a TORT. A person who commits a tort; a wrongdoer. See Joint Tortfeasors.
JOINT TORTFEASORS: Two or more persons who unite in committing a tort, or whose acts concur in contributing to and producing a single indivisible injury upon a third person. 52 Am J1st Torts §§ 110 et seq. Two or more persons jointly or severally liable in tort for the same injury to person or property, whether or not judgment has been recovered against all or some of them. Anno: 34 ALR2d 1108 (referring to Joint Tortfeasor Act of the Uniform Laws.)
To make tortfeasors liable jointly, there must be some sort of community in the wrongdoing, and the injury must be in some way due to their joint work, but it is not necessary that they be acting together or in concert if their concurring negligence occasions the injury. Brow v Twin Falls Land & Water Co. 24 Idaho 266, 133 P 673.
All the Tortfeasors are jointly and severally liable for all the damages done the injured party where the tort is committed by two or more persons jointly by force applied directly, or in the pursuit of a common purpose or design, or by concert, or in the advancement of a common interest, or as the result of joint concurrent negligence, although the wrongful conduct or negligence of some may have contributed less than that of others to the injury. Hale v Knoxville, 189 Tenn 491, 226 SW2d 265, 15 ALR2d 1283.
A tort jointly committed by several may be treated as joint or several at the election of the aggrieved party. 52 Am J1st Torts § 110.
OPPRESSION: Bearing down on another or others in an oppressive manner. The exercise of unlawful power or other means, in depriving an individual of his liberty or property against his will. United States v Deaver (DC NC) 14 F 595, 597.
JURISDICTION: A term used in two senses as it applies to a court: (1) In a general sense, the Abstract Right of a court to exercise its powers in causes of a certain class; (2) in a particular sense, the Right of a Tribunal to exercise its power with respect to a particular matter. In other words, the Power of the Court over the Subject Matter, over the res or property in contest, and for the rendition of the judgment or decree the court assumes to make. 20 Am J2d Cts §§ 87, 88. Summarily stated, the power to act judicially. Industrial Addition Asso. v Commissioner, 323 US 310, 89 L Ed 260, 65 S Ct 289; Monarch Anthracite Mining Co. (CA3 Pa) 102 F2d 337. The power to hear, determine, and adjudicate. Mellette County v Arnold, 76 SD 210, 75 NW2d 641, 644. In criminal case, the jurisdiction which exists for the punishment of crimes; the power of a court to inquire into the fact, to apply the law, and to declare the punishment, in a regular course of judicial proceeding, embracing every kind of judicial action on the subject matter, from finding the indictment to pronouncing the sentence. State v Smith, 29 RI 513, 72 A 710.
Sometimes referring to the power or authority of administrative or executive agencies, even to the power of the state. 20Am J2d Cts § 87. Sometimes referring to the territorial area, national or state, by way of indicating the law applicable to a case
VENUE: The County or District wherein a cause is to be tried. 56 Am J1st Ven § 2. The county or district in which an indictment is returned. 27 Am J1st Indict § 12. In the original meaning, the county, district, or neighborhood from which the jury was to come. Eck v State Tax Com. 204 Md 245, 103 A2d 850, 48 ALR2d 415.
Not to be confused with "Jurisdiction," since jurisdiction May Not Be conferred by Consent or Waiver, whereas the Venue of an action as fixed by statute May Be Changed By the Consent of the parties and an objection that the plaintiff brought his suit in the wrong county may be waived by failure to make a timely objection, thereby Permitting the court to proceed and render a valid judgment. Hardenburgh v Hardenburgh, 115 Mont 469, 146 P2d 151.
ABSTRACT: Verb: to take without Fight. 10 Am J2d Banks § 224. To glean and state the pith of a discussion. Noun: an abridgment.
ABRIDGMENT: A shortened version. 18 Am J2d Copyr § 42.
JURISDICTION IN PERSONAM: Jurisdiction over the PERSON OF the DEFENDANT which can be acquired only by service of process upon the DEFENDANT in the state to which the court belongs or by his Voluntary submission to jurisdiction. Pennoier v Neff, 95 US 714, 24 L Ed 565.
JURISDICTION IN REM: Jurisdiction over a RES or THING situated in the state, which may be property or a status or relation. Hamm v Hamm, 30 Tenn App 122, 204 SW2d 113, 175 ALR 523. That jurisdiction of the property in contest in an action which is obtained by a seizure under process of the court, whereby it is held to abide such order as the court may make concerning it. Cooper v Reynolds' Lessee (US) 10 Wall 308, 19 L Ed 931, 932.
FOREIGN COURT: A Court of a Foreign State or Nation. See foreign judgment.
FOREIGN GOVERNMENT: The government of a foreign country. The recognized government of a foreign country. Zaph v Ridenour, 198 Iowa 1006, 200 NW 618.
FOREIGN JUDGMENT: A judgment rendered by a foreign court or a court of an independent unconnected jurisdiction. 30A Am J Rev ed Judgm § 232. Narrowly defined, a judgment rendered by a court of a foreign country. 30A Am J Rev ed Judgm § 232. Precisely, any judgment, decree or order of a court of the United States or of any state or territory which is entitled to full faith and credit. Anno: 72 ALR2d 1256, quoting provisions of Uniform Enforcement of Foreign Judgments Act.
FOREIGN JURISDICTION: A jurisdiction other than that of the Forum.
FOREIGN LAW: The law of a state or country other than the forum. The law of a state or jurisdiction other than the state or jurisdiction in which it is sought to enforce such law. Marshall vs. Sherman, 148 NY 9, 42 NE 419. See CONFLICT OF LAWS.
CONFLICT OF LAWS: A subject otherwise known as private international law, which is that part of the law of each state or nation which determines whether, in dealing with a legal situation, the law of some other state or nation will be recognized, be given effect, or be applied. 16 Am J2d Confl L § 1.
FORUM. A court; a tribunal; a jurisdiction; a place where justice is administered; the place of jurisdiction. See LAW OF THE FORUM.
LAW OF THE FLAG: The Law of the State or Nation whose Flag is flown by the Vessel involved. 2 Am J2d Adm § 90. The law of the sovereignty to which the ship belongs. 48 Am J1st Ship § 545. A doctrine, perhaps the most venerable and universal rule of maritime law bearing on conflict of laws, that certain maritime matters are determined pursuant to the Law of the State or Nation whose Flag the Vessel Flies. 2 Am J2d Adm § 90.
LAW OF THE FORUM: The Law of the jurisdiction in which the cause is litigated. 16 Am J2d Conti L § 11.
FLY THE FLAG: Acts of possession which put the True Owner of real estate upon notice; that his land is held under an Adverse Claim of Ownership. 3 Am J2d Adv P § 23.
ADVERSE CLAIM.  As respects adverse possession, a claim to possession which is hostile to the true owner. In mining law, a formal assertion of an adverse claimant made under oath and filed in the United States land office pending an application for a patent. Lightner Mining Co. v Superior Court, 14 Cal App 642, 112 P 909. A claim to property by one in possession thereof asserted against a trustee of receiver in bankruptcy. 9 Am J2d Bankr §§ 5052.
FULL FAITH AND CREDIT: The measure of the recognition required by Article IV, section 1, of the [original] Constitution of [for] the United States [of America] to be Accorded by a Court to the public acts, records, and judicial proceedings of a state other than that in which the court is sitting. 16 Am J2d Const L § 585. The requirement that the public acts of every state shall be given the same effect by the courts of another state that they have by law and usage at home. Chicago & Alton Railroad Co. v Wiggins Ferry Co. 119 US 615, 30 L Ed 519, 7 S Ct 398. A provision of the United States Constitution, one essential purpose of which is that litigation once pursued to judgment shall be as conclusive of the rights of the parties in every other court as in that in which the judgment was rendered, so that a cause of action merged in a judgment in one state is likewise merged in every other. Magnolia Petroleum Co. v Hunt, 320 US 430, 321 US 801, 88 L Ed 149, 64 S Ct 208, 150 ALR 413.
ACCORD: Literally, an agreement: in law, an agreement by one party to give or perform, and by the other to accept, in settlement of an existing claim, something other than that which is claimed to be due. 1 Am J2d Accord § 1.
ADMIRALTY LIEN: A LIEN on a Vessel enforceable by a suit in rem in Admiralty for repairs, supplies, towage, use of dry dock or marine railway, or other Necessaries furnished to the Vessel. 2 Am J2d Adm § 124.

In Common Law and Statutory Law; a Life Estate is the ownership of land and property for the duration of a person's life. In legal terms it is an estate in real property that ends at death when ownership of the property may revert to the original owner, or it may pass to another person. (Also includes the American Rights of Safe Passage and Safe Harbor.)
BENEFICIALLY ENTITLED:  Having title legally or having it equitably, so as to reap the benefits of ownership. People v McCormick, 208 Ill 437, 70 NE 350.

BENEFICIAL: Of benefit; profitable; advantageous; enjoying; gaining.
BENEFICIAL ENJOYMENT: The advantages of the ownership of property, sometimes had without possessing the legal title.
JUDGMENT IN PERSONAM: A judgment, necessarily on a personal obligation, which follows the person wherever he may be, and which may be enforced by action or levy, wherever he may be found, binding the person of the defendant. A money judgment which is rendered in an action in personam, which proceeds, not against the property, but against the person; and binds only those who are parties to the action, and those in privity with them. Bardwell v Anderson, 44 Minn 97, 46 NW 315.
JUDGMENT IN REM: A judgment pronounced upon the status of some particular subject matter, or rendered in a proceeding instituted against property, or brought to enforce a jus in re, with no cognizance taken of the owner or persons having a beneficial interest in the property. Combs v Combs, 240 Ky 155, 60 SW2d 368, 89 ALR 1095.
JUDGMENT LIEN: Security for the Judgment Debt. 30A Am J Rev ed Judgm § 480. A lien predicated upon the rendition or entry of judgment, the same being the right given the judgment creditor to subject by levy or seizure the property of the judgment debtor to the satisfaction of the judgment. Jones v Hall, 177 Va 658, 15 SE2d 108.
JUDGMENT NIHIL: A judgment against a party taken upon his failure to plead. Graves v Cameron, Castles & Storey, 77 Tex 273, 275, 14 SW 59. Substantially the same as a judgment by default. Wilbur v Maynard, 6 Colo 483, 485; Stevens v State, 100 Vt 214, 136 A 387.
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