REPORT FRAUD

If you suspect someone of committing FRAUD, submit a report via our Online Fraud reporting form or contact us by mail, fax, or phone.

U.S. Mail: 
Social Security Fraud Hotline
P.O. Box 17785
Baltimore, Maryland 21235

FAX: 410-597-0118
Telephone: 1-800-269-0271 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Eastern Standard Time
TTY: 1-866-501-2101 for the deaf or hard of hearing.

OIG Headquarters Offices

Office of Inspector General
1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Room 4436
Washington, DC 20220

Phone (202) 622-1090

Fax (202) 622-2151

Hotline for non-compliance of IRS 1099 form requirements by the Governmental TRUSTS
Call toll free: 1-800-366-4484
By Fax: (202) 927-7018

Ruben Florez
Special Agent in Charge
1919 Smith Street
Room 2270, Stop 3300
Houston, Texas 77002
Tel: (713) 209-3711
Fax: (713) 209-3719
The Special Agent in Charge (SAC), Mid-States Field Division, manages investigative personnel situated in Austin, TX; Chicago, IL; Dallas, TX; Detroit, MI; Grand Rapids, MI; Houston, TX; Kansas City, MO; Little Rock, AR; Milwaukee, WI; New Orleans, LA; Oklahoma City, OK; San Antonio, TX; St. Louis, MO; and St. Paul, MN. 
CURATIVE ACT: A Form of retrospective legislation reaching back on past events to correct errors or irregularities and to render valid and effective attempted acts which otherwise would be ineffective for the purpose the parties intended, particularly irregularities in conveyancing; operating to complete a transaction which the parties intended to accomplish but carried out imperfectly. 16 Am J2d Const L § 430. A validation by statute of an imperfect or irregular deed. 23 Am J2d Deeds § 141.
LEGISLATION: The product of a legislative body in laws made. The process of making laws. Legislation looks to the future and changes existing conditions by making a new rule to be applied thereafter to all or some part of those subject to Its Power. 1 Am J2d Admen L § 163.
VACANCY IN OFFICE: A matter of a public office being without an incumbent who has a right to exercise its functions and take its fees or emoluments. 42 Am J1st Pub Of § 131. The condition of a public office which is unoccupied and without an incumbent who has a lawful right to continue therein until the happening of some future event. 42 Am J1st Pub Of § 131. A matter of a corporate office or directorship being without an incumbent. 19 Am J2d Corp § 1086.

VALIDATING ACT: Same as curative act.

VALIDATION: Rendering legal that which was previously illegal. Giving Legality to a bond or other security issued by a public body which otherwise will remain illegal and unenforceable. Confirmation.
CONFIRM: To strengthen; to approve; to make certain, as to "confirm" a hotel reservation.
CONFIRMATION: The affirmance or making certain of that which before was not certain; the removal of a doubt, Riddle Boggs v Merced Mining Co. 14 Cal 279, 306; an approval which gives purpose, effect, and finality, for example, the confirmation of an award by arbitrators. 5 Am J2d Arb & A § 152. A religious service in which boys and girls, having reached a certain age and having attained a desired proficiency in the catechism or other statement of principles of the church, are formally received into full membership.
VALIDATION OF STATUTE: Amending a statute which is unconstitutional by removing its objectionable provisions, or supplying provisions, to conform it to the requirements of the Constitution. 16 Am 32d Const L § 179.

VALIDATION OF TICKET: The confirmation of a return ticket of a passenger, made by an agent of the carrier, usually at the place constituting the outer terminus of the trip.

SEAL OF COURT: An Instrument Authenticating by IMPRINT or otherwise the Process and Writs ISSUED by the Court. 42 Am J1st Proc § 12. A Requirement in the case of a Court of Record. Aikman v Edwards, 55 Kan 751, 42 P 366; Van Norman v Gordon, 172 Mass 576, 53 NE 267.
OFFICIAL SEAL: The Seal Affixed to a document by a public officer. Kirksey v Bates (Ala) 7 Port 529. The instrumentality for affixing a seal that goes with a public office as part of the paraphernalia of office. Such a SEAL must contain enough to show the official character of the officer and must be capable of making a distinct and uniform IMPRESSION upon the paper upon which it is used, or on some tenacious substance such as wax attached thereto, capable of receiving an impression. A Seal in the form of a scrawl of the pen DOES NOT FILL the requirements of an Official Seal. 47 Am J1st Seals § 7.
TAX LIEN: A lien imposed by constitution or statute as security for the payment of a tax. A security established by statute of which the collecting body may avail itself in default of payment of taxes, being against the property itself, not on the interest of the person assessed, its primary purpose being to allow the property to be taken or sold for nonpayment of taxes. 51 Am J1st Tax § 1010. See Personal Property Tax Lien.

PERSONAL HOLDING COMPANY: A corporation subjected to a special federal income tax in order to avoid the use of the organization by an individual in a high tax bracket for tax avoidance purposes. IRC § 451. A corporation at least 80 per cent of the income of which in one year was derived from interest, and at least fifty per cent of the outstanding stock of which was owned by not more than five persons, was a personal holding company as defined in Section 351(b) (1) of the Revenue Act of 1934. O'Sullivan Rubber Co. v Commissioner (CA2) 120 F2d 845.

PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX LIEN: A LIEN for unpaid taxes on personal property, usually extending to the real as well as the personal property of the TAXPAYER, and sometimes a LIEN only upon the real estate. 51 Am J1st Tax §§ 1011, 1018.
PERFECTING LIEN: The filing or service of notice of a mechanic's lien. 36 Am J1st Mech L § 167. The completion of the creation of ALIEN so that it will be effective against the Creditors of the LIENEE in his BANKRUPTCY.
ALIEN: Verb: To transfer property to another. Same as alienate.
LIEN BY JUDICIAL PROCEEDING: An expression, of particular significance in the law of bankruptcy, for a Lien obtained by attachment, judgment, levy, or other legal or equitable process or proceeding. 9 Am J2d Bankr § 1022. See attachment lien; judgment lien.
ATTACHMENT LIEN: The Lien, or quasi lien, obtained by the levy of a writ of attachment. Desiderio v D'Agostino, 127 Fla 377, 173 So 682; Hanly v. Davis, 170 Mass 517, 49 NE 914. The authorities differ as to whether an attachment creates a lien or a mere right to legal custody of the property seized. Whatever lien or right is obtained is obtained by virtue of statute. 6 Am J2d Attach § 454.

JUDGMENT LIEN: Security for the judgment debt. 30A Am J Rev ed Judgm § 480. A Lien predicated upon the rendition or entry of judgment, the same being the right given the judgment creditor to subject by levy or seizure the property of the judgment debtor to the satisfaction of the judgment. Jones v Hall, 177 Va 658, 15 SE2d 108.

LIEN CREDITOR: A creditor who holds a Lien for the debt owed to him.

LIENEE: The owner of property subject to a Lien.

LIENHOLDER: The holder or owner of a Lien.

LIENOR: The holder or owner of ALIEN upon the real or personal property of another.
USURPATION: The seizure of position or authority WITHOUT RIGHT. Intruding upon and exercising the powers of a public office, having neither title nor color of title to the office. Handin v Kassafer, 15 Or 456, 15 P 778. An unlawful assumption of the use of real property which belongs to another. An absolute ouster or dispossession of a patron by a stranger who with no right to do so presented a clerk to a benefice who was thereupon admitted to the living and instituted therein. See 3 Bl Comm 242. An invasion of the kingdom by foreign enemies to give laws and usurp the government, or an internal armed force in rebellion, assuming the power of government, by making laws, and punishing for not obeying those laws: an invasion from abroad, or an internal rebellion, when armies are employed to support it; when the laws are dormant and silent, and the firing of towns is unavoidable. City Fire Ins. Co. v Corlies (NY) 21 Wend 367.
USURPATION OF FRANCHISE: Exercising the privileges and powers of a corporation in the name of the corporation but without power or authority to act for or represent the corporation. Grant v Elder, 64 Colo 104, 170 P 198.
USURPER: See usurpation.
SOVEREIGN POWER: The power to make and enforce laws. "By the sovereign power is meant the making of laws; for wherever that power resides, all others must conform to, and be directed by it, whatever appearance the outward form and administration of the government may put on. For it is at any time in the option of the legislature to alter that form and administration by a new edict or rule, and to put the execution of the laws into whatever hands it pleases; by constituting one or a few, or many executive magistrates, and all the other powers of the state must obey the legislative power in the execution of their several functions, or else the constitution is at an end." See 1 Bl Comm 49.
TAXING POWER: A Power Inherent in Sovereignty and Unlimited in the absence of constitutional restrictions, but subject in its exercise to the discretion of the authorities in whom it is reposed, the principal check against its abuse resting in the responsibility of the members of the legislature to their constituents. 51 Am J1st Tax § 39. A power of the state which is one of the attributes of sovereignty inherent in every form of government whether or not it is authorized by a constitution. People ex rel. Scott v Pitt, 169 NY 521, 62 NE 662. See the Power to Tax is the Power to Destroy.
TAXPAYER: The One who has paid a tax. The One who pays taxes regularly. The One who pays under protest an income tax due from ANOTHER with the view to minimizing possible liability is a taxpayer and as such entitled to the benefit of a statute authorizing the recovery back of any sum in any manner wrongfully collected? Parsons v Anglim (Ca9 Cal) 143 F2d 534, 154 ALR 153.
TAXPAYER'S ACTION: An ACTION supported by the financial interest of the Plaintiff as a Taxpayer in a municipality or other public body receiving a TAX, not in his individual right, but as the representative of the municipality or other public body whose interests are alleged to be jeopardized by the inefficiency or Maladministration of its officers. 52 Am J1st Taxp Act § 1. An action maintained by a Taxpayer singly or in a class suit to restrain Unlawful Municipal action which leads, directly or indirectly, to TAXATION. 52 Am J1st Taxp Act §§ 2, 3. A Remedy Granted by a Court of Equity or a Court exercising equity powers to prevent the consummation of an act on the part of a public body or agency or of public officers involving an ILLEGAL expenditure of public money OR the CREATION of an ILLEGAL DEBT. 43 Am J1st Pub Wks § 220.
MALADMINISTRATION.  Inefficient administration; BAD but not necessarily corrupt administration. Minkler v Slate. 14 Neb 181, 183.
MALA IN SE: Inherently wicked, naturally evil, as adjudged by the sense of a civilized community; illegal from the very nature of the transaction, upon principles of natural, moral, and public law; immoral in its nature and injurious in its consequences, without regard to the fact of its being noticed or punished by the law of the slate. 21 Am J2d Crim L § 25. A wrong involving moral turpitude or delinquency. Horrabin v Des Moines, 198 Iowa 549, 199 NW 988, 38 ALR 544. Offenses involving moral turpitude. Du Vall v Board of Medical Examiners, 49 Ariz 329, 66 P2d 1026.
MALA PROHIBITA: Wrong only as forbidden by positive law. 21 Am J2d Crim L § 25. A crime not involving moral turpitude. Du Vall v Board of Medical Examiners, 49 Ariz 329, 66 P2d 1026. Evil because prohibited by law. 17 Am J2d Contr § 167. Wrong because prohibited by law but not immoral. Horrabin v Des Moines, 198 Iowa 549, 199 NW 988, 38 ALR 544.
ESTATE TAX: A tax upon the transmission of property by a deceased person, that is, upon the privilege of transmitting property. 28 Am J Rev ed Inher T § 5. A Tax imposed upon the net or Taxable Estate of a DECEDENT without reference to the relationship of the recipients to the decedent or to the amount which a recipient takes. 28 Am J Rev ed Inher T § 5. A tax upon the transfer of property at death by a decedent, as distinguished from a succession tax, which, in its essence, is a tax upon the right to receive property from the estate of a decedent. McLaughlin v Grenn, 136 Conn 138, 69 A2d 289, 15 ALR2d 1210. See Federal Estate Tax.
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT: The government of the United States; the government of a community of independent and sovereign states, united by compact. Piqua Bank v Knoup, 6 Ohio St 342, 394.
INTERNAL REVENUE CODE: Title 26 of the United States Code, inclusive of sections on Income Taxes, Estate Taxes, gift taxes, excises on alcohol and tobacco, and various other excises, together with provisions on the administration of such tax laws and the procedure to be followed.
INTERNAL REVENUE TAX: An exaction for the support of the Federal Government; a contribution imposed on individuals by the government for its services. Bailey v Drexel Furniture Co. 259 US 20, 66 L Ed 817, 42 S Ct 449, 21 ALR 1432. More narrowly defined as federal taxes with the exception of customs duties. Leeb v United States (DC NY) 16 F2d 937.
INHERITANCE TAX: A succession tax; a tax on the privilege of taking property of a decedent in accordance with law or on the right to receive property of a decedent. Not a tax on decedent's privilege of disposition of his property. 28 Am J Rev ed Inher T § 8. A tax on the right to successioty to property, and not on the property itself, and collectible out of each specific share or interest, and not out of the general property of the estate. Re Estate of Kennedy, 157 Cal 517, 108 P 280. Not a debt. Anno: 150 ALR 1287; 47 ALR2d 1015.
Although the term "inheritance tax" has been sometimes so employed as to include taxes of the nature of estate duties, proper regard for the etymology of the term is sufficient to restrain extension of its meaning beyond succession duties. The term as used in a private document, however, may well be deemed to have been intended to cover taxes which are technically estate taxes as well as those which are strictly inheritance taxes. 28 Am J Rev ed Inher T § 8. See Collateral Inheritance Tax; Estate Tax; Lineal Inheritance Tax; Net Estate; Net Succession; Progressive Tax.
COLLATERAL INHERITANCE TAX: An inheritance or succession tax on the devolution of property under the laws of descent or under a will to the collateral relatives of the DECEDENT or persons other than the spouse, descendants, or parents of the DECEDENT. 28 Am J Rev ed Inher T § 11.
PETITION: A formal request in writing addressed to one in a position of authority or to a body, such as a municipal council, usually signed by a number of persons. An application. The name given in some jurisdictions to the pleading by which the plaintiff in a civil action, whether in law or equity, sets forth his cause of action and invokes the jurisdiction of the court. 41 Am J1st Pl § 73. In some jurisdictions, the pleading by the plaintiff in a special proceeding. The pleading which seeks condemnation of property in a proceeding in eminent domain. 27 Am J2d Em D § 395.
PETITIONER: One seeking Relief by a petition. See petition.
CONTRACTS MALA IN SE: Contracts which are absolutely void because the acts to be performed thereunder are immoral, iniquitous, and contrary to a sound public policy, as well as in violation of statute. 17 Am J2d Contr § 167.
CONTRACTS MALA PROHIBITA: Contracts which are not absolutely void in all instances because the acts to be performed thereunder are prohibited by statute, but are void or voidable according to the nature and effect of the act prohibited. 17 Am J2d Contr § 167. It is to be noted, however, that substantial authority supports the elimination of distinction based upon theories playing upon the terms "mala in se" and "mala prohibita. 17 Am J2d Contr § 167.
TRUSTEE EX MALEFICIO: A TRUSTEE from wrongdoing; the trustee of a trust arising by operation of law from a wrongful acquisition. A person charged as a constructive trustee because without right he has entered into possession or assumed the management of property belonging to another. Morris v Joseph, 1 W Va 256. See CONSTRUCTIVE TRUST.
CONSTRUCTIVE TRUST: A TRUST by operation of law which arises contrary to intention and against the will, declared against one who, by FRAUD, actual or constructive, by duress or abuse of confidence, by commission of wrong, or by any form of unconscionable conduct, artifice, concealment, or questionable means, either has obtained or holds the legal right to property which he ought not, in equity and good conscience, hold and enjoy. 54 Am J1st Trusts § 218.
TRUSTEE IN BANKRUPTCY: One to whom the administration of a bankrupt estate is delegated and confided. 9 Am J2d Bankr § 621. The Bankruptcy Act specifies either One or Three Trustees for a bankrupt estate, and there is nothing in the Bankruptcy Act or the General Orders which supports the appointment of two or more than three trustees for an estate. Whenever three trustees have been appointed, the concurrence of at least two of them is necessary to the validity of their acts concerning the administration of the estate. 9 Am J2d Bankr § 623. See Official Trustee.
OFFICIAL TRUSTEE: An Official Trustee in bankruptcy under a former practice, now prohibited, of recognizing a particular Corporation in the federal district as entitled to appointment as trustee in bankruptcy in all cases arising in the district requiring a Trustee. 9 Am J2d Bankr § 621.
TRUSTEE OF EXPRESS TRUST: A Trustee duly appointed or designated, as distinguished from a trustee de son tort or a trustee under a constructive trust. The term includes a person with whom, or in whose name, a contract is made for the benefit of another. Muncie Natural Gas Co. v Muncie, 160 Ind 97, 66 NE 436.
TRUSTEE PROCESS: A Remedy akin to garnishment, that is, a proceeding whereby property, money or credits of a debtor in possession of another, the garnishee, are applied to the payment of the debts by means of process against the debtor and garnishee. Pennsylvania Railroad Co. v Rogers, 52 W Va 450, 44 SE 300. The remedy of garnishment. 6 Am J2d Attach § 2.
TRUSTER: The Maker or Creator of a TRUST. Sometimes applied to the Person upon whom a trust is conferred. Interallied Commercial Co. v Standard Beryllium Corp. 39 Misc 2d 269, 240 NYS2d 433.
