Purpose: The convention abolishes the requirement of diplomatic and consular legalization for public documents originating in one Convention country and intended for use in another. Documents issued in a Convention country which have been certified by a Convention apostille are entitled to recognition in any other Convention country without any further authentication. Such recognition is an obligation on the part of the United States to the other countries party to the Convention and the federal courts and state authorities have been alerted to this obligation. Consular officers in Convention countries are prohibited from placing a certification over the Convention apostille. 

What Are Public Documents? For Convention purposes, public documents include: 

(a) documents emanating from an authority or an official connected with the courts or tribunals of the state, including those emanating from a public prosecutor, a clerk of court or a process server; 
(b) administrative documents; 
(c) notarial acts; and 
(d) official certificates which are placed on documents signed by persons in their private capacity, such as official certificates recording the registration of a document or the fact that it was in existence on a certain date and official and notarial authentication of signatures.

Hague "Apostille" Authentication Certificate: Article 7 of the Convention provides for the use of a standardized authentication certificate called an "apostille." 

The apostille consists of the following: 

(1) name of country from which the document emanates; 
(2) name of person signing the document; 
(3) the capacity in which the person signing the document has acted; 
(4) in the case of unsigned documents, the name of the authority which has affixed the seal or stamp; 
(5) place of certification; 
(6) date of certification; 
(7) the authority issuing the certificate; 
(8) number of certificate; 
(9) seal or stamp of authority issuing certificate; 
(10) signature of authority issuing certificate. 

Iowa: 

Office of the Secretary of State 
Notary Section 
First Floor, Lucas Building
321 E. 12th St.
Des Moines, IA 50319
Tel. (515) 281-5204 
Fax: (515) 242-5953 
Fee: $5.00
sos@sos.state.ia.us
Apostille, Corporate Document Filing, Notary Public and Certification, UCC Filings
U.S. Competent Authorities:

· For a document/seal originating with Federal executive and administrative agencies (consular & military documents), the authority to affix the apostille resides with:  (This would cover the DD-214)
Authentication Office 
U.S Department of State 
518 23rd St., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20520 
Tel. (202) 647-5002 
Fee: $5.00 

For additional information, call the Federal Information Center: 1-800-688-9889, and choose option 6 after you press 1 for touch-tone phones. Walk-in service is available from the Authentications Office from 8 a.m. to 12 noon Monday-Friday, except holidays. Walk-in service is limited to 15 documents per person per day (documents can be multiple pages). Processing time for authentication requests sent by mail is 5 working days or less. See also, the State Department Home Page or the Resources and Services Page. See also in general, 22 C.F.R. 
